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self-sufficiency. He recognizes that inter-
national aid cannot and should not last for-
ever and views private investment and mar-
ket forces as the long-term engine of eco-
nomic growth. Afghanistan has signaled that 
it is committed to integrating into the global 
economic community and plans to seek WTO 
observer status. To promote bilateral eco-
nomic ties, the United States and Afghani-
stan announce their intent to pursue a bilat-
eral Trade and Investment Framework 
Agreement. The United States is also pleased 
to announce that work will begin this month 
on three new industrial parks that will spur 
foreign and domestic investment. The 
United States and Afghanistan see the power 
sector as a central priority in the next stage 
of Afghanistan’s development and will work 
together to develop power generation capac-
ity and electricity distribution networks. To 
help create opportunities for women, the 
United States is dedicating $5 million to fund 
training programs and grants for small busi-
nesses, providing Afghan women with sus-
tainable jobs, management skills training, 
and a self-sustaining credit facility. 

Enhancing Security 
The United States and Afghanistan share 

a common conviction that success in estab-
lishing security and attacking the narcotics 
trade is essential for progress on all fronts. 
President Bush reaffirms the commitment of 
the United States to provide continued sup-
port in the security arena, and President 
Karzai reports that Afghanistan has already 
made significant progress. Its National Army 
is 9,500 strong and growing, and is being de-
ployed to the far reaches of the country. Its 
U.S.- and German-trained police force now 
numbers 18,300 and will soon reach 24,500. 
The United States is encouraged by Presi-
dent Karzai’s decree requiring the disar-
mament, demobilization, and integration of 
all militias and pledges to support its full im-
plementation. 

Building on this strong foundation, the 
United States and Afghanistan announce 
their intent to establish a long-term security 
relationship that will include continued train-
ing and materiel support. The United States 
will continue helping Afghanistan establish 
its National Army—including regional com-

mands—and will further strengthen the ca-
pacity of the Ministry of Defense and Gen-
eral Staff. President Karzai reaffirms his 
commitment to build a strong economy, free 
of drug trafficking; and the United States is 
committed to assisting the Afghan Govern-
ment in this endeavor. 

A LONG-TERM COMMITMENT 
President Bush reaffirms the long-term 

commitment the American people have 
made to Afghanistan. He and President 
Karzai join in recommitting both countries 
to the challenge of building a democratic, 
prosperous, and secure future for the Afghan 
people. 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this joint statement. 

Satellite Remarks to the Southern 
Baptist Convention 
June 15, 2004 

Thank you all. Thank you very much, Jack. 
Thank you all very much. Thank you all. 
Thanks a lot. I appreciate that kind introduc-
tion from a fellow Texan. And I’m grateful 
for the chance to speak to this annual meet-
ing of the Southern Baptist Convention. Jack, 
you’ve done a great job, and I’m proud to 
call you friend. 

Laura and I are also thankful for your pray-
ers. I have felt them at crucial hours. Your 
convention has a proud tradition going back 
to your first gathering in Augusta, Georgia, 
almost 160 years ago. You represent more 
than 16 million Southern Baptists and con-
gregations all across our country and many 
others who serve as missionaries far from 
home. And all of you are living out the high 
calling of spreading the good news and pro-
claiming the Kingdom of God. 

Since I spoke to this convention 2 years 
ago, our country has been meeting great 
challenges. To defend our Nation, we have 
continued to pursue terrorists wherever they 
hide and plan, and one by one, we are bring-
ing them to justice. In Afghanistan, we are 
standing with the Afghan people as they 
move toward free elections. In Iraq, America 
and our allies have set an entire nation free 
from the rule of a dictator. And at the end 
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of this month, the world will see a sovereign 
government in Baghdad. 

The rise of free societies in Afghanistan 
and Iraq will provide a powerful example of 
liberty in a troubled region, and it will make 
the American people more secure. There are 
tough challenges remaining in both these na-
tions. In Afghanistan and Iraq, we will finish 
the job. 

I appreciate your strong support for our 
efforts in the war on terror. I understand, 
as you do, that freedom is not America’s gift 
to the world. Freedom is the Almighty God’s 
gift to every man and woman who lives in 
this world. 

We are grateful for the blessing to live in 
a free nation with the strength to defend our 
Nation. And we will always be grateful to the 
brave men and women of the United States 
military who volunteer to defend us all. 

Here at home, we’re making tremendous 
progress, and we’ve made tremendous 
progress over the past few years. We’ve re-
duced the tax burden on America’s families 
and small businesses, leaving more money in 
the hands that earned it and, therefore, add-
ing momentum to the growth of our econ-
omy. We’ve created more than 1.4 million 
jobs since last August. And over the past year, 
our economy has grown at its fastest rate in 
nearly 20 years. 

We brought high standards and account-
ability to the public schools so that no child 
is left behind. We’ve kept the commitments 
of Medicare by extending the benefits of 
modern health care and prescription drugs 
to millions of America’s seniors and people 
with disabilities. 

We will build on our achievements in 
other areas as well. I will keep working to 
build a culture of life in America. I’ve been 
proud to sign the Born-Alive Infants Protec-
tion Act and legislation supporting maternity 
group homes. Earlier this year, I signed the 
Unborn Victims of Violence Act. Common 
sense and conscience tell us that when an 
expectant mother is killed, two lives are 
ended, and the criminal should answer for 
both crimes. Last November, I signed a law 
to end the brutal practice of partial-birth 
abortion. This law is not only valid and con-
stitutional; it is compassionate and urgently 

needed; and my administration will fight to 
uphold it. 

We will also continue our support for crisis 
pregnancy centers, incentives for adoption, 
and parental notification laws. I proposed to 
double Federal funding for abstinence pro-
grams in schools and community-based pro-
grams. And I will work with Congress to pass 
a comprehensive and effective ban on human 
cloning. Life is a creation of God, not a com-
modity to be exploited by man. 

My administration is defending the sanc-
tity of marriage against activist courts and 
local officials who want to redefine marriage 
forever. The union of a man and woman is 
the most enduring human institution, hon-
ored and encouraged in all cultures and by 
every religious faith. And Government, by 
strengthening and protecting marriage, 
serves the interests of all. So I am calling 
for funding for healthy marriage programs, 
and I support a constitutional amendment to 
protect marriage as the union of a man and 
a woman. 

I will continue our efforts to defend the 
liberty of religious organizations. Faith-based 
charities have a right to provide publicly 
funded social services, just like any other 
group. You see, our Government should wel-
come faith. So I have signed an Executive 
order allowing religious charities who seek 
Government support to compete for funding 
on a level playing field. I call on Congress 
to codify my Faith-Based Initiative into law, 
so that people of faith can know Government 
will never discriminate against them again. 

It is my responsibility as your President 
to make sure the judicial system runs well, 
and I am meeting that duty. I have nomi-
nated superb men and women for the Fed-
eral courts, people who will strictly interpret 
the law, not legislate from the bench as activ-
ist judges. Some Members of the Senate are 
resorting to unprecedented tactics to block 
votes on my good nominees. This is unfair 
to the nominees and damaging to the judicial 
system. Every nominee deserves a fair hear-
ing and a timely vote on the Senate floor. 
It is time for those Senators to stop playing 
politics with American justice. 

These years have brought trials we did not 
ask for and challenges we never expected to 
face. We have worked together, and we are 
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rising to meet the duties of our time. Now 
we look forward with confidence and faith 
toward greater security and wider prosperity 
and a stronger culture of life. We pray always 
for God’s guidance and strength in our lives 
and for this great nation. 

I thank you for the opportunity to speak 
to this convention. I’m sorry I couldn’t be 
there in person. May God bless all of you, 
and may God continue to bless the United 
States of America. 

NOTE: The President spoke by satellite at 3:51 
p.m. from the Map Room at the White House 
to the annual meeting in Indianapolis, IN. In his 
remarks, he referred to Jack Graham, president, 
Southern Baptist Convention; and former Presi-
dent Saddam Hussein of Iraq. 

Memorandum on Suspension of 
Limitations Under the Jerusalem 
Embassy Act 
June 15, 2004 

Presidential Determination No. 2004–36 

Memorandum for the Secretary of State 

Subject: Suspension of Limitations Under the 
Jerusalem Embassy Act 

Pursuant to the authority vested in me as 
President by the Constitution and the laws 
of the United States, including section 7(a) 
of the Jerusalem Embassy Act of 1995 (Pub-
lic Law 104–45) (the ‘‘Act’’), I hereby deter-
mine that it is necessary to protect the na-
tional security interests of the United States 
to suspend for a period of 6 months the limi-
tations set forth in sections 3(b) and 7(b) of 
the Act. My Administration remains com-
mitted to beginning the process of moving 
our embassy to Jerusalem. 

You are hereby authorized and directed to 
transmit this determination to the Congress, 
accompanied by a report in accordance with 
section 7(a) of the Act, and to publish the 
determination in the Federal Register. 

This suspension shall take effect after 
transmission of this determination and report 
to the Congress. 

George W. Bush 

Notice—Notice of Intention To 
Enter Into a Free Trade Agreement 
With Bahrain 

June 15, 2004 

Consistent with section 2105(a)(1)(A) of 
the Trade Act of 2002, I have notified the 
Congress of my intention to enter into a free 
trade agreement with the Kingdom of Bah-
rain. 

Consistent with section 2105(a)(1)(A) of 
that Act, this notice shall be published in the 
Federal Register. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
June 15, 2004. 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., June 17, 2004] 

NOTE: This notice was published in the Federal 
Register on June 18. 

Message to the Congress 
Transmitting a Notice of Intention 
To Enter Into a Free Trade 
Agreement With Bahrain 

June 15, 2004 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Consistent with section 2105(a)(1)(A) of 

the Trade Act of 2002, (Public Law 107–210; 
the ‘‘Trade Act’’), I am pleased to notify the 
Congress of my intent to enter into a Free 
Trade Agreement (FTA) with the Govern-
ment of Bahrain. 

This agreement will create new opportuni-
ties for America’s workers, farmers, busi-
nesses, and consumers by eliminating bar-
riers in trade with Bahrain. Entering into an 
FTA with Bahrain will not only strengthen 
our bilateral ties with this important ally, it 
will also advance my goal of a U.S.-Middle 
East Free Trade Area (MEFTA) by 2013. 

Consistent with the Trade Act, I am send-
ing this notification at least 90 days in ad-
vance of signing the United States-Bahrain 
FTA. My Administration looks forward to 
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